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Author Identifications 
 
 
 
M. Tanya Brann-Barrett is an Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Communication at the University 
College of Cape Breton in Nova Scotia, Canada. For 
eight years she was coordinator of the basic communica-
tion courses’ experiential learning lab. She currently 
teaches communication basic courses, and facilitation 
courses that service, among others, communication lab 
peer facilitators. Her research interests inclued experi-
ential learning practices, holistic teaching and learning, 
and feminist issues in communication education. 
John R. Baldwin, Associate Professor at Illinois State 
University (Ph.D., Arizona State University, 1994) re-
searches intercultural and intergroup communication. 
He teaches courses in qualitative research methods and 
communication theory. He has published chapters in 
different intercultural readers and recent articles in The 
Southern Journal of Communication, the International 
Journal of Intercultural Relations, and Human Com-
munication Research. He is currently working on a book 
that content analyzes definitions of culture. 
Matthew H. Barton (Ph.D., University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, 2001) is an assistant professor at the Southern 
Utah University. While at the University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln and has taught and worked with students in the 
basic course for a number of years. Most recently Matt 
was in charge of curriculum as the assistant and associ-
ate director of the Business and Professional Communi-
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cation course at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln 
where he trained instructor assistants to work with 
graduate students in the evaluation of their peers in the 
basic course. Although Matt’s primary area of research 
is rhetorical criticism with a focus on presidential dis-
course, religion and popular culture, issues of teaching 
pedagogy like the use of IAs in the basic course are cen-
tral to his efforts as a teacher and a scholar. 
Mark Comadena (Ph.D., Purdue University) is a pro-
fessor of communication at Illinois State University 
where he serves as graduate program coordinator. His 
research interests center on interpersonal and nonver-
bal communication processes in the classroom.  
Craig W. Cutbirth (Ph.D. Bowling Green State Uni-
versity) is an associate professor in the Department of 
Communication at Illinois State University. He has di-
rected a basic communication course in the past, but is 
primarily interested in social conflict and political com-
munication. His current research interests include ex-
ploring the potential of the internet in social contro-
versy. 
Chad Edwards (Ph.D., University of Kansas) is a vis-
iting professor of Communication at Marietta College. 
His primary research interests are in instructional 
communication and education studies. His work has 
been published in such journals as Communication 
Education, Communication Research Reports, Journal 
on Excellence in College Teaching and Academic Ex-
change Quarterly. Currently, his research focuses on 
educational metaphysics as they relate to communica-
tion in teaching/learning encounters. 
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Lynn M. Harter (Ph.D., University of Nebraska, 2000) 
is an assistant professor in the School of Interpersonal 
Communication at Ohio University. Co-author of two 
books, she has published 15 journal articles and invited 
book chapters. Her research and teaching interests fo-
cus on the discourses of health and healing and organ-
izing processes. She serves on the editorial boards of 
Communication Studies and the Journal of Public Af-
fairs. 
Katherine L. Hatfield (M.A., Central Michigan Uni-
versity) is a doctoral student in the School of Communi-
cation Studies at Ohio University. Her research inter-
ests include rhetorical studies and communication the-
ory as they relate to issues of public and private spheres 
and interpersonal communication in the context of fam-
ily and health. 
Stephen K. Hunt (Ph.D., Southern Illinois University) 
is an Assistant Professor and Co-Director of the basic 
communication course at Illinois State University. His 
research interests include the communication needs of 
students at-risk, students’ learning/cognitive styles, 
training graduate students, and assessment. 
Adam C. Jones (M.S., Illinois State University, 2002) 
is a doctoral student and the Associate Director of the 
basic communication course at the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln. His research interests instructional and 
interpersonal communication. 
Erika L. Kirby (Ph.D., University of Nebraska, 2000) 
is an assistant professor in the Department of Commu-
nication Studies at Creighton University. Her teaching 
and research interests include organizational, applied 
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and work-family communication as well as their inter-
sections with gender. She has published articles in out-
lets such as the Journal of Applied Communication Re-
search, Management Communication Quarterly and 
Communication Yearbook, and serves on the editorial 
boards of the Journal of Applied Communication Re-
search, Communication Studies and Communication 
Teacher. 
Karla N. Kuhlman (B.S., Ohio University) is a mas-
ter's student in the School of Communication Studies at 
Ohio University. Her research interests include health 
communication and interpersonal communication as 
they relate to issues of social support and family. 
Margaret R. LaWare (Ph.D., Northwestern Univer-
sity) is an Assistant Professor of English and Speech 
Communication at Iowa State University. She is Associ-
ate Director of the Basic Course which serves more than 
1,300 students annually. She also teaches courses in 
Business and Professional Communication and Gender 
and Communication and is an affiliate of the Women's 
Studies Program. She has published in Argumentation 
and Advocacy and Women and Language and has essays 
in several collected volumes including an article on the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial and a feminist critical biog-
raphy of Mary Daly. 
Daniel P. Modaff (PhD, University of Texas at Austin, 
1995) is an Associate Professor in the School of Commu-
nication Studies at Ohio University. He has published 
in the fields of instructional communication and lan-
guage and social interaction, and is the co-author of a 
2002 textbook in organizational communication. Cur-
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rently, he is conducting an investigation of Sioux life 
prior to European contact in an attempt to inform con-
temporary organizational communication philosophies 
and practices. 
Laura C. Prividera (Ph.D., Bowling Green State Uni-
versity, 2002) is an Assistant Professor at East Carolina 
University. Her main areas of interest include interper-
sonal, organizational, and instructional communication. 
Her dissertation research focused on the enhancement 
of gender and cultural sensitivity in communication 
classrooms by way of basic communication courses. The 
general goal of her research is to give voice to those who 
are marginalized in society. She has presented numer-
ous papers at international, national, and regional con-
ferences. 
William K. Rawlins (Ph.D., Temple University) is 
Stocker Professor of Communication Studies at Ohio 
University. In addition to the basic communication 
course, he has taught courses in interpersonal commu-
nication, communication in public and private relation-
ships, dialogue and experience, interpretive and ethno-
graphic inquiry, communication and narrative, Gregory 
Bateson and communication theory, and communication 
in friendships across the life course. He received the 
School of Liberal Arts Educational Excellence Award for 
2002-2003 at Purdue University.  
Dana L. Reynolds (M.A., Illinois State University) 
works for the Professional Development Institute at Il-
linois Central College. 
Judith A. Rolls (Ph.D. Indiana University) is a profes-
sor in the Department of Communication at the Univer-
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sity College of Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, Canada. Her 
research interests in communication labs began in 1976 
when she was appointed coordinator of a communication 
lab that is still in operation today. She has written 
and/or coauthored communication texts and scholarly 
articles on interpersonal communication, public speak-
ing, experiential learning, communication pedagogy, 
training and development, and women and recovery.  
Gregory J. Shepherd (Ph.D., University of Illinois) is 
Professor and Director of the School of Communication 
Studies at Ohio University. He is a winner of the Cen-
tral States Communication Association Outstanding 
Young Teacher Award, as well as a W. T. Kemper Fel-
lowship for Teaching Excellence. He is co-editor with 
Eric Rothenbuhler of Communication and Community 
(2001, LEA), and has published articles in Communica-
tion Monographs, Human Communication Research, 
Journal of Communication, Communication Studies, 
Southern Journal of Communication, Communication 
Research, Journal of Social Psychology, Management 
Communication Quarterly, and Journal of Research and 
Development in Education.  
Cheri J. Simonds (Ph.D., University of Oklahoma) is 
an Associate Professor and Co-Director of the Basic 
Course in Communication at Illinois State University. 
She has co-authored a book on classroom communica-
tion and has published articles on teacher clarity and 
challenge behavior in the college classroom. Her major 
research interests include graduate student training 
and development, evaluation issues, and assessment. 
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Jo Sprague (Ph.D. Purdue University) is a Professor of 
Communication Studies at San Jose State University 
and the Associate Director of the Center for Faculty De-
velopment and Support. Her co-authored text The 
Speaker's Handbook is in its sixth edition. Other schol-
arship has centered on issues related to TA Develop-
ment and in various efforts to bring a critical perspec-
tive to both communication education and instructional 
communication. 
Kristen Treinen (Ph.D., Southern Illinois University) 
is an Assistant Professor and Basic Course Director/ 
Director of Teaching Assistants at Minnesota State 
University, Mankato. Kristen Treinen’s area of research 
interest include graduate teaching assistant training 
and development, the basic communication course, com-
munication pedagogy with an emphasis on antiracist 
pedagogy and critical pedagogy.  
Paul D. Turman (Ph.D., University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, 2000) is an assistant professor at the Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa. While at the University of Ne-
braska, Lincoln, Paul was the assistant and associate 
director of the Business and Professional Communi-
cation Course. He was in charge of curriculum devel-
opment and the training of graduate students and in-
structor assistants used in the course. Paul’s area of 
research focuses on a combination of interpersonal com-
munication, instructional communication, and instruc-
tional training.  
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